
Visiting Bryce Canyon National Park: A full Guide 
Located in southern Utah, Bryce Canyon National Park is home to some of the most unique landscapes 

and terrain in the United States. This park is a must see for any nature enthusiast. Its unique rock 

formations and high vantage points (the park sits at over 9,000 feet in elevation) provide breathtaking 

views for all visitors.  

One of the most notable sights to see is the Bryce Amphitheater, which is home to countless rock spires 

(also known as hoodoos). It’s named an amphitheater because of the bowl shape of the mountains, 

which is formed from the seasonal rain and melting snow each spring. The amphitheater is one of the 

most sought-after views of the park, and many vantage points focus on getting sweeping views across 

the bowl.  

While visiting Bryce Canyon, if you choose to hike your way around the park to get an up-close 

experience, you’ll find a wide variety of trails available both at a short and long distance. Or if you prefer 

you can drive through the park along the main road. This easily accessible road is about 18 miles long, 

with 15 different vantage points along the way for you to stop and take in the scenery. There are also 

other seasonal activities offered throughout the year, be sure to check out the visitors’ center for 

activities going on while you’re visiting the park.  

Tips When Visiting Bryce Canyon 
Bryce Canyon is accessible by air or by car, with some of the major surrounding cities being Las Vegas 

and Salt Lake City. The park is open year-round, 24 hours a day. Additionally, the visitors center is open 

year-round as well (although the hours vary by season).  

That being said, there are a few things to be aware of when planning your trip to Bryce Canyon National 

Park. First, the seasons and weather associated with each one should be one of the main factors in how 

you prepare for your trip.  

During the winter months (roughly December to February) temperatures frequently drop below freezing 

and you’ll see snow covering some of the hoodoos. Be sure to pack warm layers to stay comfortable. 

Additionally, while the park is accessible year-round, but during the winter some roads/trails will close 

due to weather conditions. 

Summer months are beautiful in the park with temperatures often in the 70’s and 80’s. Summer 

rainstorms can come on fast and quick though, and lighting is a factor when in the park. Before visiting 

be sure you’re aware of lighting safety tips to stay safe. 

As a general note, when visiting Bryce Canyon keep in mind that because of the high elevation of the 

park the temperature will be chillier than the surrounding area. When visiting the park pack layers that 

will help you stay comfortable in a range of temperatures.  

Bryce Canyon National Park offers a variety of accommodations both inside and outside of the park. 

There is one lodge located within the park for those interested. However, it is in high demand and 

typically fills all rooms well in advance. If you’re interested in staying there be sure to plan ahead to 

ensure you can reserve a room. There are also campsites and RV sites available for those interested in 

camping in the park.  There’s also plenty of lodging just outside of the park’s borders as well.  


